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stronger, all effective participation in government falls
into the hands of the Best People. Who is that common
man to get up in the Agora—the Meeting—and talk;
especially if he talks against our privileges ? Knock him
down ! And Thersites gets short shift. " You sit down
and keep your mouth shut," says the chieftain to the
commoner in Homer, " and listen to your betters. You are
no warrior at all." 1 And the admonition, emphasized by a
resounding thwack from a richly-ornamented stick, is feared
and obeyed.
As methods of war change, the military centre of gravity
in a Greek state shifts from one class to another; and where
this centre of gravity lies, with that class lies the last word
in politics.2 As metal becomes cheaper, with increasing
skill in its working and with the opening up of more and more
veins of ore, so the possession of armour comes within the
reach of more people, and, not without stout resistance from
the nobles, political power is won not only by all " Knights ",
no matter who their ancestors were,3 but by that whole
middle-class of well-to-do and thrifty peasants and (some-
times) townsmen who can now arm themselves well enough
to serve among the heavy-armed foot. The final widest
extension of democracy in Greece, in the fifth century and
after, is confined almost entirely to those great commercial
centres in Greece where sea-power was a vital interest of
state ; for any man, even the poorest, could serve his city
by pulling at an oar. Hence such democracies as those of
Athens, Taras, Syracuse.
(It is interesting, however, to see that even such an obvious
rule is not without exceptions. Argos in the fifth century,
though not a sea-power, is at least intermittently democratic,
and a democracy of the Athenian and not of the hoplite or
1	aii 8* a-rrroXenos /cat avaA/«$—II. ii, 201, shortly before the Thersites
episode.
2	As Aristotle well knew.   For all that follows, cf. Politics, iv, 1289 b,
v, 1303 A.
3	There was a time about the end of the eighth century, when this extension
of the franchise represented the most liberal type of constitution known to
the most up-to-date cities of Asiatic Greece ; cf. pp. 165,172-3,

